TN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the status of the claims to that as indicated below: 
Claims 1-12 (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) A mat capable of being in both an open orientation and 
a closed orientation, comprising: 

a surface having a removable fabric mat; 

a substantially elongate portion engagable with said removable fabric mat on said 
surface; 

side storage portions having pockets for storing itftms, said side storage portions, 
which, in said open orientation, extend laterally from, and at least partially along, [[a]] 
each length of said substantially elongate portion on opposing sides thereof, so that said 
mat has a substanttallv cruciform shape , said mat being foldable and able to be fastened, 
via fastening means, in said closed orientation into a portable bag with the items stored in 
said side storafge portions being accessible bv open ing a top ix)rtion of said portable bag; 
and, 

means for carrying said mat. 

14. (previously presented ) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation 
and a closed orientation according to Claim 13, wherein said means for carrying said mat 
is a handle attached to an additional surface of said mat. 
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15. (currently amended) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation 
and a closed orientation according to Claim 13, wherein said substantially elongate 
portion has a first end that is foldable and engagable with said fastening means on said 
side storage portions with said first end of said substantially elongate portion forming a 
fi-ont face of a bag» having an open upper ourfaco so that in th is partially closed orienta- 
tion, access is available to the items stored in sa id side storage portions. 

16. (previously presented) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation 
and a closed orientation according to Claim 15, wherein said substantially elongate 
portion has a second end that opposes said first end, said second end being foldable over 
said fi*ont face and capable of being fastened thereto. 

17. (previously presented) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation 
and a closed orientation according to Claim 13, further comprising a cover for closing 
said portable bag. 

18. (previously presented) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation 
and a closed orientation according to Claim 13, wherein said fastening means is snap 
locks. 

19. (previously presented) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation 
and a closed orientation according to Claim 13, wherein said means for carrying said mat 
is a handle attached to an upper surface of said portable bag in said closed orientation of 
said mat. 
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20. (new) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation and a closed 
orientation according to Claim 13, wherein said means for carrying said mat include back 
straps for carrying said mat in said closed orientation. 

21. (new) The mat capable of being in both an open orientation and a closed 
orientation according to Claim 13, further comprising storage pockets on a front face of 
said portable bag in said closed orientation. 



